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Response to Comment:

A. The location of a geologic repository is beyond the scope of this EIS.  As discussed in
Chapter 3, the Nuclear Waste Policy Amendments Act of 1987 designates Yucca Mountain at
the Department of Energy's Nevada Test Site as the only site currently authorized by legislation
to be characterized as a geologic repository, and its suitability has not yet been determined. 
The analysis in this EIS covers transportation from the Idaho National Engineering Laboratory
to the Yucca Mountain location as a representative or notional destination to allow for a
comparison of the container systems.  This EIS does not make presumptions concerning the
Yucca Mountain site's suitability for a geologic repository or designation for use as a centralized
storage site.  If the Yucca Mountain site is found suitable for a repository and Department of
Energy recommends its development to the President, the Nuclear Waste Policy Act requires
that development of the Yucca Mountain site as a geologic repository must be supported by an
EIS.  The scope of a repository EIS is discussed in a Notice of Intent that Department of Energy
issued in the Federal Register on August 7, 1995.


